he shall fail, or find a place in her heart or affection. Now, by the
nature of Ms complaint, it is visible, that he pleads all the merits
that a long attendance could give him, and, therefore, if, instead
of a year, he should have called it a year and a half, or two years,
he would certainly have done it to make his argument the stronger.
It may likewise be probably concluded from the same words, that
he had not then known her much above half a year ; for it would
have been an ill compliment in him, to let her understand that he
had seen her some time, before he was at all in love with her.
These remarks confirm the account already given, of her coming
from France with her father, and, by that means, serve to establish
the king's vindication from the scandal thrown on him by the
papists, that he had no scruples about his marriage, till he saw
Anne Boleyn.
Though it may be here questioned, how the time of any
particular letter can be known, since they have no date, and there-
fore may have been put out of their order. But those, that will
read them with any attention, will find a chain of circumstances
referred to that plainly show they were laid together by one that
knew the order in which they were written, very likely by Anne
Boleyn herself; and whoever stole them, as he took them all
together, so would be careful no doubt, to keep them in the order
he found them in, that the discoveries to be made from them
might be the more complete.
It will not be doubted by any that read these letters, that the
king's affection to Anne Boleyn was altogether upon honourable
terms. There appears no pretension to any favours, but when the
legates shall have paved the way. There is but one offence that
can be taken at these letters, which is, that there are indecent
expressions in them. But this is to be imputed to the simplicity
and unpoliteness of that age which allowed too great liberties of
that sort; and it must be owned by his enemies, that there are
but three or four of these sallies in all the collection, and that
there are letters that make much more for the king's piety and
virtue, than those irregularities can sully his character.
In the fifth letter he tells her, God can do it, if he pleases ; to
whom I pray once a day for that end, and hope, that, at length,
my prayers will be heard.
Twnty-tbret

